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“Valley of the First Iron Masters” a case study 

Peter Halkon, Lecturer in Archaeology, Dept. of His tory 
University of Hull UK 



Background 



ERAS Excavation at Hasholme Hall 1971



Hasholme Boat



One of the oldest and largest prehistoric iron smel ting sites in Britain 

Moore’s Farm iron slag 
heap c 300BC



Iron Age landscape

Link between Iron production 
and Iron Age Arras culture 



Roman furniture from Hayton

Roman bath house at Hayton



Field walking 

Fieldwork 
methods 



Geophysics



Aerial Survey

Plot: courtesy English Heritage



Community based research excavation



Fieldwork statistics 1980-2004

• 1,448 ha field walking
• 35 ha Geophysical survey 
• 16 seasons of excavation 
• Over 250 participants 
• On c.120 Farms 



Launch event of  
monograph Booklets 
and display boards



The Website
•Completed on time and to budget 

•In 10 months 

•With 2 full-time staff 

•1 semester research leave



Launch event 

December 2004

Julian  Richards



Organisation of site 

• Three levels of entry 

• High contrast version for visually 
impaired 

• All driven by underlying database 
with pages constructed “on the 
fly”











Interactive map 



























Themes







Guides 





Activities





Artefacts 





• Community involvement 

• Use in Teaching



ERAS Members and Hull Post grads 
prepare for inclusion in their website 








